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Teaching and Learning Policy 
 
Introduction  
 
At Breaside Preparatory School we believe in the concept of lifelong learning and the idea that both adults 
and children learn new things every day.  We maintain that learning should be a rewarding and enjoyable 
experience for everyone; it should be fun.  Through our teaching we equip children with the skills, 
knowledge and understanding necessary to be able to make informed choices about the important things 
in their lives.  We believe that appropriate teaching and learning experiences help children to lead happy 
and rewarding lives.  
 
Aims and Objectives  
 
We believe that children learn best in different ways.  At our school we provide a rich and varied learning 
environment that allows children to develop their skills and abilities to their full potential.  
 
Through our teaching we aim to:   
 

 enable children to become confident, resourceful, enquiring and independent learners  
 

 foster children’s self-esteem and help them build positive relationships with other people  
 

 develop children’s self-respect and encourage children to respect the ideas, attitudes, values and 
feelings of others  

 

 show respect for all cultures and, in so doing, to promote positive attitudes towards other people  
 

 enable children to understand their community and help them feel valued as part of this community  
 

 help children grow into reliable, independent and positive citizens  
 
Effective Learning  
 
We acknowledge that people learn in many different ways and we recognise the need to develop strategies 
that allow all children to learn in ways that best suit them.  
 
We offer opportunities for children to learn in different ways. These include:  
 

 investigation and problem solving  
 

 research and finding out  
 

 group work  
 

 pair work  
 

 independent work  
 

 whole-class work  
 

 asking and answering questions  
 



Teaching and Learning Policy – September 2015                 2 

 use of the computer  
 

 fieldwork and visits to places of educational interest  
 

 creative activities  
 

 watching television and responding to musical or tape-recorded material  
 

 debates, role-plays and oral presentations  
 

 designing and making things  
 

 participation in athletic or physical activity  
 
We encourage children to take responsibility for their own learning, to be involved as far as possible in 
reviewing the way they learn, and to reflect on how they learn – what helps them learn and what makes it 
difficult for them to learn. 
 
Effective Teaching  
 
When teaching we focus on motivating the children and building on their skills, knowledge and 
understanding of the curriculum.  We use the school curriculum plan to guide our teaching.  This sets out 
the aims, objectives and values of the school and details what is to be taught to each year group.  We base 
our planning and teaching on our knowledge of the children’s level of attainment.  Our prime focus is to 
develop further the knowledge and skills of the children.  We strive to ensure that all tasks set are 
appropriate to each child’s level of ability and differentiate accordingly to suit children’s individual needs.  
When planning work for children with special educational needs we give due regard to information and 
targets contained in the children’s Individual Education Plans (IEPs).  We have high expectations of all 
children, and believe that their work here at Breaside Preparatory School is of the highest standard.   
 
We set academic targets for the children in each academic year and these are shared with them throughout 
each term to ensure continued progress.  We review the progress of each child at the end of the each term 
and set revised targets.  
 
We plan our lessons with clear learning objectives, based upon the learning outcomes of the National 
Curriculum and also the individual needs of our children.  Our lesson plans contain information about the 
tasks to be set, the resources needed, and the way we assess the children’s work.  We evaluate all lessons 
so that we can modify and improve our teaching in the future.  
 
Each of our teachers makes a special effort to establish good working relationships with all children in the 
class. We treat the children with kindness and respect.  We treat them fairly and give them equal 
opportunity to take part in class activities.  Teachers follow the school policy with regard to discipline and 
classroom management.  We set and agree with children the class code of conduct.  We expect all children 
to comply with these rules that we jointly devise to promote the best learning opportunities for all.  We 
praise children for their efforts and, by so doing, we help build positive attitudes towards school and 
learning in general.  We insist on good order and behaviour at all times.  If children misbehave we follow 
the guidelines for sanctions as outlined in our school behaviour policy.  
 
We ensure that all tasks and activities that the children do are safe.  When we plan to take children out of 
school, we carry out risk assessments before informing parents and obtaining their permission.  
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We deploy teaching assistants and other adult helpers as effectively as possible.  Sometimes they work with 
individual children and sometimes they work with small groups.  Our helpers also assist with the 
preparation and storage of classroom equipment.  
 
Our school is a stimulating learning environment.  Our classroom displays reflect the topics studied by the 
children and we ensure that all children have the opportunity to display their best work at some time 
during the year.  We believe that a stimulating environment sets the climate for learning, and an exciting 
classroom promotes independent use of resources and high-quality work by the children.  
 
Teachers reflect on their strengths and weaknesses and plan their professional development needs 
accordingly.  We to support each other in developing skills, so we can continually improve.  We conduct all 
our teaching in an atmosphere of trust and respect for all. 
 
The Role of Parents  
 
We believe that parents have a fundamental role to play in helping children to learn. 
 
We to inform parents about what and how their children are learning by:  
 

 holding transition meetings and parent’s evenings to explain the expectations of each year group 
 

 sending information to parents at the start of each term in which we outline the topics that the 
children will be studying during that term at school 

 

 holding Autumn and Spring Term Parent’s Evenings and sending to parents a full end of year report 
in the Summer Term. Additionally, Junior children receive subject grade cards at the end of both the 
Autumn and Spring term 

 

 daily communication between home and school is possible through the reading record (Infants) or 
homework diary (Juniors)  

 

 ensuring staff are available both before school and after school to meet with parents 
 
We believe parents have the responsibility to support their children and the school in implementing school 
policies. 
 
We would like parents to:  
 

 ensure that their child has the best attendance record possible 
 

 ensure that their child is equipped for school with the correct uniform, PE kit and classroom tools 
(pencils, pens etc)  

 

 inform school if there are matters outside of school that are likely to affect a child’s performance or 
behaviour at school 

 

 promote a positive attitude towards school and learning in general 
 

 to support their child with the homework requirements 
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Monitoring and review  
 
We are aware of the need to review the school teaching and learning policy regularly so that we can take 
account of new initiatives, changes in the curriculum, developments in technology or changes to the 
physical environment of the school. 
 
Marking policy  
 
Marking should be carried out regularly and as soon as possible after completion of the work.  All work 
should be seen by the teacher, who will decide whether it is appropriate for it to be graded, scored or 
returned with correction and guidance without an explicit assessment.  Child self-marking may be 
encouraged on occasions, but children should be made aware of the criteria being used to mark each piece 
of work, before they attempt it.  When work is marked with the child, teachers should validate it in some 
way by means of appropriate comments.  
 
Marking a child’s work should:  
 

 provide a means for a teacher’s assessment of that child  
 

 inform future planning and next steps  
 

 provide a record of children’s progress, used when reporting on their attainment  
 

 offer clear feedback to children about strengths and weaknesses of their work  
 

 identify where improvement can be made  
 

 recognise their effort and achievement, which can be acknowledged by comments, stars or 
Headteacher’s awards  

 

 help parents understand strengths and weaknesses in their child’s work  
 

 identify pupils who may need more support or more challenging work  
 
When possible, marking can be carried out in the presence of the pupil, or written comments should be 
reinforced orally.  All teachers are expected to indicate spelling, punctuation and grammatical errors, 
although the number of these must be at an appropriate level. Pupils requiring additional learning support 
should be shown a few mistakes upon which they can concentrate.  
 
Comments on children’s work should:  
 

 be legible and in the language appropriate to the age of the child  
 

 recognise their achievements  
 

 point out errors and omissions relating to learning objectives  
 

 include suggestions for improvement  
 
Sometimes marking may lead to identifying issues worth raising with the whole class – for example, if 
several children all make the same mistake it could become a whole class revision exercise.  
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It is important that teachers review if pupils have noted any marking comments in their books and acted on 
the advice given, where appropriate.  Time needs to be built into lessons for children to respond to them.   
Following trials and discussions with pupils, at Breaside marking is done in green pen.  
 
  



Teaching and Learning Policy – September 2015                 6 

 

Last reviewed by Amy Mears 

Position Deputy Head   

Date September 2015 

 
 


